IV

Ix 1928, Primo de Rivera realised that, apart from
Franco's practical value as a soldier, Ms vitality
and ardent enthusiasm made him, for certain
purposes, an ideal educationalist. A dictatorial
decree revived in Spain the old institution of a
General Military Academy, designed to train cadets
in a proper spirit of military unity before they
passed on to the other specialised academies.
Franco was chosen as its director.
The original Spanish General Military Academy
dated from 1809, but from its inception it was
destined to be the focus of political intrigue and
dispute. Several times it had been dissolved, but
the idea never died. The academy's worst handicap
had been the lack of any permanent abode. It
had been established at various times in Seville,
Cadiz, San Carlos, Alpujarras, Segovia, Madrid,
Toledo, and now it was re-opened once more in
Saragossa.
The decree made the establishment possible,
but the actual creation of the organisation was
almost entirely Franco's work. Every detail had
to be determined, from the selection of professional
personnel to the building of proper quarters for the
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